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20 SEPTEMBER 2026 – 25th SUNDAY OF THE YEAR (A)
TODAY'S MASS READINGS  
Entrance Antiphon: I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear them, and I will be their Lord for ever.
First Reading: Isaiah 55:6-9
Responsorial Psalm: The Lord is close to all who call him.
Second Reading: Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia. Open our hearts, O Lord, that we may pay attention to the words of your Son. Alleluia.
Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16
Communion Antiphon: You have laid down your precepts to be carefully kept; may my ways be firm in keeping your statutes.
NEXT WEEK’S MASSES (Second collection today for the Home Missions.)
	Date
	Mass
	Time
	Intention

	Sat 19 Sept
Sun 20 Sept
	
25th SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
	10.30am
6pm (Sat)
	Fr Kevin Bidgood RIP
Margaret Moore RIP

	
	
	9am
	Pro Populo

	
	
	11am
	Thanksgiving

	Mon 21 Sept
	St Matthew Apostle
	10am
	In Reparation (Margaret)

	Tues 22 Sept
	Votive Mass of St Joseph
	10am
	Hodgson Family

	Wed 23 Sept
	St Pio of Pietrelcina
	10am
	Richard (wellbeing)

	Thurs 24 Sept
	Our Lady of Walsingham
	No Mass
	

	Fri 25 Sept
	Funeral Mass 
	11am
	Stephen Beck RIP

	Sat 26 Sept 
	Sts Cosmas and Damian Martyrs
	10.30am
	Fr George Marsden RIP

	Sun 27 Sept
	26th SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
	6pm (Sat)
	Pamela Maguire RIP

	
	
	9am
	Vicra Sampson RIP

	
	
	11am
	Pro Populo


· Weekday Masses are preceded by Morning Prayer at 9.40am 
· Tuesday’s Mass is followed by Exposition and Benediction
· The Rosary is recited in the Lady Chapel after the 10am Mass on Friday
· Devotions to Our Lady take place in the Lady Chapel on Saturday at 10am
· Confessions: on Saturday after the 10.30am Mass and from 5.30 – 5.45pm. 

Dear Parishioners
Today (Sunday) is Home Mission Sunday, a day for us as the Catholic community in England and Wales to celebrate our faith in these lands and our shared commitment to communicate the beauty and joy of knowing Jesus Christ. Celebrating the Holy Father’s first encyclical, the theme for this year is Magnifica Humanitas as the heart of mission. We can celebrate together the call Pope Leo has placed before us to live out our authentic humanity which finds its fullness in Christ. More details about this can be found on the Bishops’ Conference website - https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home-mission-sunday/  
The second collection this weekend is to support the work carried out by the Bishops’ Conference Mission Directorate. Through the Mission Directorate, we support our Church in a wide field of service and mission here in England and Wales. Please hold this important work in your prayers and give as generously as you can. Thank you.
On Wednesday we celebrate the memorial feast of St Padre Pio, a Franciscan Capuchin priest who died in 1968.  Padre Pio is one of the most loved saints of recent times. He bore the Stigmata, visible wounds of Christ, for over 50 years of his life.  We ask for his prayers for all our needs, especially those who are sick and in difficulty.
Fr Behruz
READERS, BIDDING PRAYERS WRITER & EUCHARISTIC MINISTER 26/27 September – readers: Saturday 6pm Ken, 9am Mike, 11am Olivia. Bidding Prayers: Martin. Eucharistic minister 9am Mass: Malliga.

MAY HE REST IN PEACE Remember in your prayers Stephen Beck who died on 20 August aged 75. He was formerly head teacher of St James the Great School in Thornton Heath. Please also keep his wife Brigid in your prayers and their family as well. His funeral will take place at 11am on Friday (the 25th).
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him. May he rest in peace. Amen.

TEA & COFFEE Enjoy a cuppa in the hall after the 9am Mass today (Sunday). All are welcome.

MONEY MATTERS 12/13 September: basket £529.82 (Gift Aid £216.70), card machines (incl. QR code) £465 (Gift Aid £328), candles £16, repository £12.50, Catholic Education Service £51 (Gift Aid £46). The collection for Fr Julian will be counted towards the end of the month. You can give using the envelopes  or the card machines.

CHURCH CLEANING Are you able to assist on a Monday morning for 30-60 minutes to help the group who volunteer? If so, please contact the parish office. It would be very much appreciated.

PARISH ACTIVITIES Keep Fit/Pilates on Monday at 10:45am-11:45am. New recruits are welcome - come and give it a go! We use mats, weights and stretch bands. Girl Guides meet on Friday 7-9pm (for details email Elizabeth Mantilas: 9thselsdonguides@gmail.com).

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING Please support this worthy cause on 2 October at 10am. If you can bake or buy a cake, please add your name to the pledge sheet on the notice board. Cakes can be brought to the hall on the day.

LALEHAM LEA SCHOOL Their open week runs from the 21st-25th. Please see the noticeboard for details.

ST PHILOMENA’S CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL Open mornings (9-10.30am) are on Tuesday this week and next.

BUILD A BETTER MARRIAGE This is a one-day marriage-enrichment course aimed at couples whether married five years or 55 years. There is no charge and no group sharing. Couples have the opportunity individually to explore their relationship and levels of communication, which is the key to relationship. Being held in West Norwood on 3 October, it starts at 9am and finishes by 4.30pm. More details – T: 07983 524 727 or E: mflkent@rcaos.org.uk

ST GERARD MAJELLA See his relics at Our Lady of Reparation church, Wellesley Rd, West Croydon, CR0 2AR, on 3 October starting at 9.30am with prayers and Mass, finishing with Benediction at noon. St Gerard is the patron saint of mothers, couples trying to conceive, those looking for work and making a good confession.

HOW TO PRAY Teach Me to Pray, facilitated by Southwark Diocesan Spirituality Commission, is an online course on four Tuesdays, starting 6 October, from 7pm to 8.15pm - join whenever you can. An in-person reflection day will follow in December. Details: https://aecsouthwark.churchsuite.com/events/tnpn4hqd 

FOR THE BEREAVED Grief In Loss: Hope In Christ is a weekend (9-11 October) for the bereaved themselves. It can help one begin to come to terms with bereavement. It is a time for quiet, prayer, talking and acceptance. Due to the special nature of this weekend retreat, held at Aylesford Priory, Kent, places are limited. A telephone call will determine if it is right for you – phone 01622 717 272 or email reception@thefriars.org.uk

AHOTOKUROM NEWSLETTER Printed copies are in the main porch for collection. Find out how the leprosy community we support in Ghana is progressing and how our donations are helping. And keep up the prayers.

FOOD BANK Most needed items: baked beans (with or without sausages), cooking oil, instant hot choc, squash, tinned meat and meat meals, tinned sweetcorn/veg, jam, spreads, pasta/pasta sauce, rice, biscuits/crackers, cleaning items and empty washing-up liquid bottles for refilling. Items should be left in the large plastic boxes in the porch.  

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND NEEDY Alice Barclay, John Belli, Eileen Bowden, Kevin D’Costa, Marion De Souza, Joan D`Souza, Eoin Egan, Judy Freegard, Monica & Colin Furk, Dani Gonek, Trevor Lewis, Winifred Mulvaney, Alexandra & Anna Munn, Jill & Jim O`Donnell and Sean Walsh. Pray also for parishioners’ friends/family: Margaret Bolton, Christopher Onyeachom, Anne Page, Michael Skinner, Pat Taylor, David Wallace and Linda & Michael Watson.

SAFEGUARDING Our four Parish Safeguarding Reps are: Gill Tomei email: selsdonsg1@safeguardrcaos.org.uk Richard Mills E: selsdonsg3@safeguardrcaos.org.uk Clare Morgado E: selsdonsg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk and Patsy McFarlane E: selsdonsg4@safeguardrcaos.org.uk  You can also contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator on 020 7261 1606. If you need help, information or advice concerning possible safeguarding issues involving children or vulnerable adults, contact any of the above. Your concerns will be dealt with discreetly and efficiently. For more information about Safeguarding please see the posters in the porch and church hall.
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SOUTHWARK IS A REGISTERED CHARITY:  NUMBER 1173050
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