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4 OCTOBER 2026 – 27th SUNDAY OF THE YEAR (A)
TODAY'S MASS READINGS  
Entrance Antiphon: Within your will, O Lord, all things are established, and there is none that can resist your will. For you have made all things, the heaven and the earth, and all that is held within the circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all.
First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7
Responsorial Psalm: The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel.
Second Reading: Philippians 4:6-9
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia. I chose you out of the world, says the Lord, that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should abide. Alleluia.
Gospel: Matthew 21:33-43
Communion Antiphon: The Lord is good to those who hope in him, to the soul that seeks him. 
NEXT WEEK’S MASSES 
	Date
	Mass
	Time
	Intention

	Sat 3 Oct
Sun 4 Oct
	Sts. Cosmas and Damian
27th SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
	10.30am
6pm (Sat)
	Derek Jenkins RIP 
Patrick & Evelyn Fletcher RIP

	
	
	9am
	Pro Populo

	
	
	11am
	Annette Goldsmith RIP

	Mon 5 Oct
	St Faustina Kowalska
	10am
	John Mills RIP

	Tues 6 Oct
	St Bruno
	10am
	James Sharp intentions

	Wed 7 Oct
	Our Lady of the Rosary
	10am
	Jesus and Juana Malenab

	Thurs 8 Oct
	Feria
	No Mass
	

	Fri 9 Oct
	St John Henry Newman
	10am
	Philip Foy RIP

	Sat 10 Oct
	St Paulinus of York
	10.30am
	Canon Peter Turbitt RIP

	Sun 11 Oct
	28th SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
	6pm (Sat)
	Beverly Ann Chariuan RIP

	
	
	9am
	[bookmark: _Hlk241606038]Pro Populo

	
	
	11am
	Dominic


· Weekday Masses are preceded by Morning Prayer at 9.40am 
· Tuesday’s Mass is followed by Exposition and Benediction
· The Rosary is recited in the Lady Chapel after the 10am Mass on Friday
· Devotions to Our Lady take place in the Lady Chapel on Saturday at 10am
· Confessions: on Saturday after the 10.30am Mass and from 5.30 – 5.45pm. 

Dear Parishioners, 
On Friday we celebrate the feast of St John Henry Newman.  The extraordinary life of St John Henry Newman led him from a life as an Anglican clergyman in Oxford to full communion with the Catholic Church in 1845. He is the author of some of our best loved hymns such as Praise to the Holiest in the Height and Lead Kindly Light. We have Mass at the usual time of 10am.
October is the month of the Holy Rosary. Before our Sunday Masses today at 9am and 11am we are going to pray a decade of the Rosary for our parish. We already pray the Rosary every Friday after the 10am Mass. Why not come and join in this great prayer during October?
Fr Behruz

MONEY MATTERS 26/27 September: basket £536.63 (Gift Aid £234.54), card machines (incl. QR code) £341 (Gift Aid £242), Candles £11, Repository £10. The collection for Fr Julian will be counted next week. You can give using the envelopes or the card machines. Thank you for your generosity.

TEA & COFFEE It will be available after the 11am Mass today (Sunday). All are welcome.


READERS, BIDDING PRAYERS WRITER & EUCHARISTIC MINISTER 11/12 October– readers: Saturday 6pm Irene. 9am Malliga. 11am Beatrice. Bidding Prayers: Irene. Eucharistic minister 9am Mass: Anne.

FR JULIAN This weekend is the last opportunity to contribute to his leaving present. Fr Julian will be joining us for 11am Mass next Sunday (the 11th) which is followed by a reception and presentation in the hall afterwards. 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING Thank you to all who attended and contributed towards our coffee morning.

CHURCH CLEANING Are you able to assist on a Monday morning for 30-60 minutes to help the group who volunteer? If so, please contact the parish office. It would be very much appreciated.

CHRISTMAS CRAFT Come along to the hall next Saturday (the 10th) from 1-5pm and join in helping to make items to sell for charity at the Christmas Fayre in November. See the poster on the noticeboard for more details.

CAFÉ COLUMBA We are open on Wednesday (the 7th), 10am - 1:45pm, serving coffee and cake after 10am Mass and lunches from 11:45am - three-courses for under £10. We look forward to seeing you. All proceeds go to charity. On Wednesday we shall start taking names and deposits for our Christmas lunch: £14 for a three-course meal with wine (including a salmon option). It’s on 9 December at 12:30pm. A deposit of £5 secures your place. Don’t miss out!

FAMILY RAMBLE It’s next Saturday (the 10th). Meet at All Saints church, Church Rd, Warlingham, for a prompt 10.30am start to a five-mile circular walk through beautiful Surrey countryside around Chelsham and Farleigh. Organisers are Churches Together. There will be a lunch stop at The Bull, Chelsham. More details: 07549 896 807.

ARE YOU ITALIAN? Parishioners of Italian nationality or descent in need of funds for medical treatment can contact the Italian Medical Charity. Visit the website www.italianmedicalcharity.co.uk for more details.

PARISH ACTIVITIES Keep Fit/Pilates tomorrow (Monday) at 10:45am-11:45am. New recruits are welcome - come and give it a go! We use mats, weights and stretch bands. Girl Guides meet on Friday 7-9pm (for details email Elizabeth Mantilas: 9thselsdonguides@gmail.com).

HOW TO PRAY Teach Us to Pray, facilitated by Southwark Diocesan Spirituality Commission, is an online programme held on Tuesdays, starting 6 October from 7pm to 8.15pm. It concludes with an in-person reflection day in early December. There is no commitment to attend all four sessions. For more information visit  https://aecsouthwark.churchsuite.com/events/tnpn4hqd or email spirituality@rcaos.org.uk

FOR THE BEREAVED Grief In Loss: Hope In Christ is a weekend (9-11 October) for the bereaved themselves. It can help one begin to come to terms with bereavement. It is a time for quiet, prayer, talking and acceptance. Due to the special nature of this weekend retreat, held at Aylesford Priory, Kent, places are limited. A telephone call will determine if it is right for you – phone 01622 717 272 or email reception@thefriars.org.uk

MONEY FOR FREE Yes, really. That’s what happens if you buy just about anything online having first signed up to easyfundraising. St Columba’s receives some cash at no cost to you. Sign up at www.easyfundraising.org.uk
 
GIFT AID: DO SIGN UP Please do consider signing up for Gift Aid if you are a UK taxpayer. It means our parish can claim from the taxman an extra 25p for every £1 you donate at no extra cost to you. Currently, only 66 per cent of donations received on the contactless machines are gift aided. Just 48 per cent of the basket collection for 2025 was gift aided. Contact the parish office for details. 
 
FOOD BANK Most needed items: baked beans (with or without sausages), cooking oil, instant hot choc, squash, tinned meat and meat meals, tinned sweetcorn/veg, jam, spreads, pasta/pasta sauce, rice, biscuits/crackers, cleaning items and empty washing-up liquid bottles for refilling. Items should be left in the large plastic boxes in the porch.  

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND NEEDY Alice Barclay, John Belli, Eileen Bowden, Kevin D’Costa, Marion De Souza, Joan D`Souza, Eoin Egan, Judy Freegard, Monica & Colin Furk, Dani Gonek, Trevor Lewis, Mary Mills, Winifred Mulvaney, Alexandra & Anna Munn, and Jill & Jim O`Donnell. Pray also for parishioners’ friends/family: Margaret Bolton, Christopher Onyeachom, Anne Page, Michael Skinner, Vincent Staunton, Pat Taylor, David Wallace, Sean Walsh and Linda & Michael Watson.

SAFEGUARDING Our four Parish Safeguarding Reps are: Gill Tomei email: selsdonsg1@safeguardrcaos.org.uk Richard Mills E: selsdonsg3@safeguardrcaos.org.uk Clare Morgado E: selsdonsg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk and Patsy McFarlane E: selsdonsg4@safeguardrcaos.org.uk  You can also contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator on 020 7261 1606. If you need help, information or advice concerning possible safeguarding issues involving children or vulnerable adults, contact any of the above. Your concerns will be dealt with discreetly and efficiently. For more information about Safeguarding please see the posters in the porch and church hall.
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SOUTHWARK IS A REGISTERED CHARITY:  NUMBER 1173050
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