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8 NOVEMBER 2026 – 32ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A)
TODAY'S MASS READINGS  
Entrance Antiphon: Let my prayer come into your presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord.
First Reading: Wisdom 6:12-16
Responsorial Psalm: For my soul is thirsting, O Lord my God.
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia. Stay awake and be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. Alleluia.
Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13
Communion Antiphon: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose, near restful waters he leads me.
THIS WEEK’S MASSES There is a second collection today for The Archbishop’s Appeal.
	Date
	Mass
	Time
	Intention

	Sat 7 Nov
	St. Willibrord
	10.30am
	Bridie Farrell RIP

	Sun 8 Nov
	32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
	6pm (Sat)
	Mary Mills’ speedy recovery

	
	
	9am
	Leslie Jeyadeva RIP

	
	
	11am
	[bookmark: _Hlk241606038]Pro Populo

	Mon 9 Nov
	Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
	10am
	Susannah Lamb RIP

	Tues 10 Nov
	St Leo the Great
	10am
	Vincent Staunton well being

	Wed 11 Nov
	St Martin of Tours
	10am
	Joy Varkey RIP

	Thurs 12 Nov
	St Josaphat
	No Mass
	

	Fri 13 Nov
	Votive Mass for the dead
	10am
	Margaret and John O’Donovan RIP

	Sat 14 Nov
	St. Willibrord
	10.30am
	Kevin Taylor’s speedy recovery

	Sun 15 Nov
	33rd Sunday In Ordinary Time
	6pm (Sat)
	Jo and Alan Maguire RIP

	
	
	9am
	Pro Populo

	
	
	11am
	Josie Moran RIP


· Weekday Masses are preceded by Morning Prayer at 9.40am 
· Tuesday’s Mass is followed by Exposition and Benediction
· The Rosary is recited in the Lady Chapel after the 10am Mass on Friday
· Devotions to Our Lady take place in the Lady Chapel on Saturday at 10am
· Confessions: on Saturday after the 10.30am Mass and from 5.30 – 5.45pm. 

Dear Parishioners
Second collection this weekend The Archbishop’s Appeal is a diocesan second collection that funds key areas of ministry: youth and evangelisation, our faith in action (Caritas) and clergy care and formation. Your support will enable the Archdiocese of Southwark to support innovative projects taking place within Catholic parishes and schools throughout South London and Kent that seek to invest faith, hope and love into the communities they serve. Please be generous to the Archbishop’s Appeal: every gift is welcome. To find out more or donate online visit: www.rcaos.org.uk/archbishops-appeal
Blessing of graves Today (Sunday), at 3pm, Deacon Philip and I shall be holding a special service at Greenlawn Memorial Park.  After the simple service, on request we shall bless the graves of individual parishioners.
Fr Behruz

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY That’s today (the 8th). Hence the extensive display in the porch and repository including some poppies handmade by a parishioner. Donations to the Royal British Legion can be made via the card machines, our QR code on the newsletter or the collection pots. Payment for copies of The Book of the Poppy and Poppy Field, remembrance candles, Poppy Seeds and Celtic Poppy Pins should go to the repository (use the card machines).
 
ALTAR SERVERS’ PRACTICE It will take place at 10.45am on 15 November for 10 minutes. 

READERS & BIDDING PRAYERS WRITER FOR 14/15 NOVEMBER 
Readers: Saturday 6pm Irene. 9am Malliga. 11am Geraldine. Bidding Prayers: Sita. 

BIG-BAND CONCERT The popular South London Concert Band is returning to St Columba’s to perform for us on 22 November – note the date. The concert, in the church, will last from 3-5pm, including a refreshment break. There is no admission charge but a collection for charity will be taken at the end of the performance. Not to be missed!

MEETING FOR ALL READERS It’s at 7pm on 1 December in the hall: please make sure to attend.

CAFÉ COLUMBA CHRISTMAS LUNCH The date is 9 December: if you are interested (it costs just £14), secure your place with a £10 deposit. Let Gill Tomei know asap. Cafe Columba will be open on 2 December as usual.

MONEY MATTERS 31 October/1 November: basket £474.02 (Gift Aid £220.41), card machines (incl. QR code) £444 (Gift Aid £276), candles £21, repository £27, Royal British Legion £22. Thank you for your generosity.

COLOMA MASS OF REMEMBERANCE It’s on 26 November at 3.30pm to celebrate deceased Coloma students, staff and family members. Former students and staff and the families of those who have died are warmly invited. Email liturgy@coloma.co.uk by the 19th indicating the name of your loved one so they can be remembered.

JOHN FISHER SCHOOL SIXTH FORM Their open evening is being held on Tuesday (the 10th) from 6-8pm. Visit  www.johnfisherschool.org/admissions/open-day-and-school-tours-2026 for details.

CHRISTMAS FAYRE Supporting our parish groups, it will take place on 29 November from 10am to 1pm. Donations are required – please see the list on the notice board and on the box in the porch. Helpers are needed: please contact Debbie Martin at deborah.martin21@yahoo.co.uk.

15 MINUTES’ CHURCH CLEANING Are you able to assist on a Monday morning for 15-20 minutes to help the group who volunteer? If so, please contact the parish office. It would be very much appreciated.

REPOSITORY Please pop in to see our range of Christmas stock.  Beautiful LED candles featuring robins; Advent calendars, cribs and all sorts. Don’t delay because the stock will soon be gone.

PARISH ACTIVITIES Keep Fit/Pilates sessions take place every Monday from 10:45am-11:45am in the church hall. For more information email Gill - g.tomei@btopenworld.com Girl Guides meet every Friday from 7-9pm (for details email Elizabeth Mantilas: 9thselsdonguides@gmail.com).

CONFIRMATIONS They will be on 27 November at 7pm: the Mass will be celebrated by Bp Gerard Bradley. 

HEALING MASS Several parishioners have asked whether we can have another one. The answer is yes: in Lent.

MONEY FOR FREE Yes, really. That’s what happens if you buy anything online having first signed up to easyfundraising. St Columba’s receives some cash at no cost to you. Sign up at www.easyfundraising.org.uk
 
SIGN UP FOR A 25% BONUS Please do consider signing up for Gift Aid if you are a UK taxpayer. It means our parish can claim from the taxman an extra 25p for every £1 you donate at no extra cost to you. Currently, only 66 per cent of donations received on the contactless machines are gift aided. Just 48 per cent of the basket collection for 2025 was gift aided. Contact the parish office for details. 

FOOD BANK Most needed items: baked beans (with or without sausages), cooking oil, instant hot choc, squash, tinned meat and meat meals, tinned sweetcorn/veg, jam, spreads, pasta/pasta sauce, rice, biscuits/crackers, cleaning items and empty washing-up liquid bottles for refilling. Items should be left in the large plastic boxes in the porch.  

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND NEEDY Alice Barclay, John Belli, Eileen Bowden, Kevin D’Costa, Marion De Souza, Joan D`Souza, Eoin Egan, Judy Freegard, Monica & Colin Furk, Dani Gonek, Trevor Lewis, Mary Mills, Winifred Mulvaney, Alexandra & Anna Munn, Jill & Jim O`Donnell and Fred Wye. Pray also for parishioners’ friends/family: Margaret Bolton, Christopher Onyeachom, Anne Page, Michael Skinner, Vincent Staunton, Pat Taylor, David Wallace, Sean Walsh, Linda & Michael Watson and Lauren Winter.

SAFEGUARDING Our four Parish Safeguarding Reps are: Gill Tomei email: selsdonsg1@safeguardrcaos.org.uk Richard Mills E: selsdonsg3@safeguardrcaos.org.uk Clare Morgado E: selsdonsg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk and Patsy McFarlane E: selsdonsg4@safeguardrcaos.org.uk  You can also contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator on 020 7261 1606. If you need help, information or advice concerning possible safeguarding issues involving children or vulnerable adults, contact any of the above. Your concerns will be dealt with discreetly and efficiently. For more information about Safeguarding please see the posters in the porch and church hall.
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SOUTHWARK IS A REGISTERED CHARITY:  NUMBER 1173050
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