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37 Queenhill Road, Selsdon, South Croydon, CR2 8DW, Parish website: www.stcolumbaschurchselsdon.uk 
Parish Priest: Fr Julian Shurgold, T: 020 8657 3747 E: selsdon@rcaos.org.uk
Deacon: Rev Philip Pond, T: 020 8651 4653 E: philippond@rcaos.org.uk 

19 NOVEMBER 2023 – 33rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A

THIS SUNDAY’S MASS READINGS 
Entrance Antiphon: The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call upon me, and I will answer you, and I will lead back your captives from every place.
First Reading: A reading from the book of Proverbs: 31:10-13. 19-20. 30-31
Responsorial Psalm: O blessed are those who fear the Lord.
Second Reading: A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians: 5:1-6
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Even if you have to die, says the Lord, keep faithful, and I will give you the crown of life. Alleluia!
Gospel: Matthew: 25:14-30
Communion Antiphon: To be near God is my happiness, to place my hope in God the Lord.
THIS WEEK’S MASSES  
	Date
	Mass
	Time
	Intention

	Sun 19 Nov

	33rd SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
World Day of the Poor	
	6pm (Sat)
	Giuseppe Sarracino, RIP

	
	
	9am
	Pro Populo

	
	
	11am
	For the bereaved of the parish

	Mon 20 Nov
	Weekday
	10am
	Patrick & Mary Goan, RIP

	Tues 21 Nov
	The Presentation of Our Lady
	10am
	Tommy Barbour, well-being

	Wed 22 Nov
	St. Cecilia, Virgin & Martyr
	10am
	Loughran family, RIP

	
	Confirmation Mass
	7pm
	Newly confirmed

	Thurs 23 Nov
	St. Clement I, Pope & Martyr
	No Mass
	

	Fri 24 Nov
	SS. Andrew Dung-Lac & companions [Vietnamese Martyrs]
	10am
	November dead-list Mass

	Sat 25 Nov
	St. Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin & Martyr

	10.30am
	Priest’s intention

	Sun 26 Nov
	OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE
National Youth Sunday
	6pm (Sat)
	[bookmark: _Hlk39915789]Pro Populo

	
	
	9am
	Christopher Sampson, RIP

	
	
	11am
	Rose Saminathar, RIP


· Weekday Masses are preceded by Morning Prayer (at 9.40am). Tuesday’s Mass is followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament for one hour concluding with Benediction. Friday’s Mass is followed by the rosary. 
· There are devotions to Our Lady every Saturday morning at 10am. 
· Confessions: every Saturday directly after 10.30am Mass and from 5.30pm to 5.45pm. Also, on request.

NEXT WEEKEND’S READERS, BIDDING PRAYERS WRITER & EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Readers: Saturday 6pm Geraldine O’Sullivan, Sunday: 9am Adrian Forward, 11am Janice Bingham. Bidding Prayers writer: tbc. Eucharistic ministers: Saturday 6pm Deirdre & Anne, Sunday 9am Richard & Gill, 11am Pat & Marion.

OFFERTORY COLLECTION The collection for 12 November came to £542.93 of which £235.20 was gift-aided. The second collection for the Archbishop`s Appeal amounted to £270.18 of which £108.75 was gift-aided. Next Sunday there will be a second collection for the Catholic Youth Services which supports youth work in the diocese and beyond.

BIBLE STUDY The next session will be held this Wednesday (the 22nd) at 10.30am in the hall. 

CONFIRMATION MASS On Wednesday (the 22nd) at 7pm, we welcome Canon Gerard Bradley, Episcopal Vicar for SW London, to our parish, to confirm 21 of our young people. Please pray for them as they receive this important sacrament at such a significant stage in their lives. 
  
BLESSING OF GRAVES This annual parish event to mark Remembrance Sunday will take place today (Sunday) at 3pm at Greenlawns. Do come along, especially if you have family or friends with graves at Greenlawns. 


FIRST HOLY COMMUNION As the course for one sacrament (Confirmation) ends, another begins! Application forms for our 2024 First Holy Communion programme will be available from next Sunday (the 26th).  

MASS TIMES The time of the 11am Sunday Mass will change to 10.45 on December 3, the First Sunday of Advent. 

DAY OF RECOLLECTION FOR ALL READERS & EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS It’s on December 2 at St Boniface church hall, 185 Mitcham Rd, Tooting Broadway, SW17 9P. Start time: 10am. Lunch is free of charge as a ‘thank you’ for your ministry. Let Fr Julian or the parish office know asap  if you can attend. The nearest tube station – within walking distance – is Tooting Broadway (Northern Line) and the 264 bus from West Croydon passes the church.

THE MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS November is traditionally when we pray for family and friends who have died. There is a box in the Sacred Heart Chapel for the names of your loved ones: envelopes for this purpose can be found at the back and the sides of the church. There is also in the chapel a register containing the names and dates of parishioners whose funerals have taken place at St Columba`s over the years. Regrettably, the original book was lost. If you find any mistakes or omissions in the new register please let the parish office know.

CAFOD Do take home a copy of the new World Gifts catalogue, available in church. World Gifts are a wonderful way for parish communities to share the hope and joy of Christmas with our global family.

MARY’S MEALS This charity feeds 2.4 million children in 18 third-world countries every day. You can help by donating any foreign coins you have at home, old Sterling currency as well. Ask friends and neighbours for theirs too. There are envelopes in church for you to use. Thank you for huge interest in this initiative: it’s greatly appreciated.

ENGAGE THE DISENGAGED This online seminar on evangelisation will take place between 6-8pm on Tuesday (the  21st) . Tickets are priced at £10. Bp Philip Egan of Portsmouth has described how speaker ‘Sherry Weddell’s virtual visit to UK Catholics is an exceptional opportunity to engage with one of the leading evangelists of our time.’ For details visit https://www.cbcew.org.uk/engage-the-disengaged-how-to-accompany-non-religious-persons/

KNOCK PILGRIMAGE Dates are March 3-8, price £899 per person including flight, 10kg luggage, five nights at the  4-star Castlecourt Hotel with dinner, bed & breakfast and lunch on three days plus entertainment, excursions and transport. Itinerary includes visits to Galway, Kylemore Abbey, Croagh Patrick and Ashford Castle. Single supplement on enquiry. Details: phone 01268 762 278 or 07740 175557 or email knockpilgrimages@gmail.com

OUR REPOSITORY That’s the shop at the back of the church: there you can buy Christmas cards, calendars, diaries and children's books. Available throughout the year are baptism, first communion, confirmation, Mass intention and sympathy cards plus others. Also available are rosaries, missals, CTS booklets and other goods.

VINE FOODBANK As well as monetary donations, items needed (especially for Christmas) are boxes of chocolates  and tins of biscuits plus the usuals: tinned soup, milk, sugar, coffee, toilet rolls, tinned veg, pasta sauce (ideally tomato) and tea. The Foodbank will be closed on December 26, 27 and 30 and January 2. 

HOST A UKRAINIAN? Caritas Social Action Network, in partnership with the international Catholic charity St John of God Hospitaller Services, are looking for homes for six months for Ukrainian people displaced by the war.  If you have room in your home and in your heart to consider welcoming a stranger displaced by war, then they would love to hear from you. Visit https://sjog-homesforukraine.uk/ for more information.

SHOP AND HELP ST COLUMBA’s Thinking of buying something online? If you do you can help St Columba’s finances at no cost to yourself. Just visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk, register (which is quick and easy) and then shop online wherever you choose. Each time you buy something a small donation is made to St Columba’s. There are more than 4,000 retailers including big names such as Argos, John Lewis, Amazon, M&S and Sainsbury’s. Do try it.

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND NEEDY Rob Adams, Jean-Claude Anthony, Alice Barclay, Maria Baretto, Rene Barrett, John Belli, Florinda & Simon Cardoso, Maureen Coffey, Joan D`Souza, Vera de Souza, Una Dunne, Irena Dziewulak, Eowen Egan, Bernardo, Manuel & Maria Fernandes, Judy Freegard, Joan Hammett, Lucy Kirby, Tony Melvin, Veronica Moor, Jill & Jim O`Donnell, Vivian Okehie, Shirley Pitts, Pedrinha Ramos, Elida Scasso, Margit Symons, Sean Walsh and Jacqueline Wheatley. There are a number of people, related to parishioners, for whom we pray as well: Patrick Acholonu, Tommy Barbour, Margaret Bolton, Ann Brennan, Mike Goodwin, Albert Khayyat, Christopher Onyeachom, Jonathan Raki, Michael Skinner, Pat Taylor, David Wallace, Linda & Michael Watson and Magdalene Wong.

OUR SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS Gill Tomei T: 07787 824 592 E: selsdonsg1@safeguardrcaos.org.uk and Richard Mills T: 07956 531 540 E: selsdonsg3@safeguardrcaos.org.uk
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