[bookmark: _Hlk53048944][image: ][image: C:\Users\Parish Admin\Downloads\web-836-QR (1).png]St Columba’s Church, Selsdon					
37 Queenhill Road, Selsdon, South Croydon, CR2 8DW 
Parish website: www.stcolumbaschurchselsdon.uk 
	Parish Priest: Fr Julian Shurgold, T: 020 8657 3747 E: selsdon@rcaos.org.uk
	Deacon: Rev Philip Pond, T: 07764 845 890 E: philippond@rcaos.org.uk  
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14 DECEMBER 2025 - THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (A)
TODAY'S MASS READINGS  
Entrance Antiphon: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near.
First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-6a. 10
Responsorial Psalm: Come, Lord, and save us.
Second Reading: St James 5:7-10
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia. The spirit of the Lord is upon me. He has sent me to proclaim good news to the poor. Alleluia.
Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11
Communion Antiphon: Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. Behold, our God will come, and he will save us.
THIS WEEK’S MASSES 
	Date
	Mass
	Time
	Intention

	Sun 14 Dec
	THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Gaudete Sunday
	6pm (Sat)
	Pro Populo

	
	
	9am
	Giovanni Mosconi, RIP

	
	
	11am
	Patrick Onyeachon, RIP

	Mon 15 Dec
	Advent Weekday
	10am
	Lucia Mosconi, RIP

	Tues 16 Dec
	Advent Weekday
	10am
	Holy Souls

	Wed 17 Dec
	Advent Weekday
	9.30am
	Requiem: Pedrinha Ramos

	Thurs 18 Dec
	Advent Weekday
	10am
	Weronika Lawicka

	Fri 19 Dec
	Advent Weekday
	10am
	Stanislaus Gonek

	Sat 20 Dec
	Advent Weekday
	10.30am 
	Mary Clerkin, RIP

	Sun 21 Dec
	FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Day of Prayer for Expectant Mothers
	6pm (Sat)
9am
11am
	November dead list – Ludy Dias
Pedrinha Ramos, RIP
Pro Populo


· Weekday Masses are preceded by Morning Prayer at 9.40am except on Wednesday (the 17th).
· Tuesday Mass is followed by Exposition and Benediction concluding at 11am 
· The Rosary is recited in the Lady Chapel on Friday after the 10am Mass 
· Devotions to Our Lady take place in the Lady Chapel on Saturday at 10am
· Confessions: on Saturday morning after Mass and from 5.30-5.45pm 

MONEY MATTERS 6/7 December: basket £496.71 (Gift Aid £303.50), card machines (incl. QR code) £177 (Gift Aid £95), repository £167.40 (Gift Aid £43). The funds raised at the Christmas Fayre were distributed between St Vincent de Paul, Ahotokurom, 9th Selsdon Guides and our parish.  Thank you again to all who supported this enjoyable event.

PEDRINHA RAMOS, RIP Her Requiem Mass will be celebrated on Wednesday (the 17th) at 9.30am followed by interment at Wandsworth Cemetery, SW18 3ER, at 12 noon. 
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon her. May she rest in peace. Amen

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION Application forms are available from Fr Julian and Deacon Philip after all Masses until early January. Children (and their parents) must be living within the parish and practising their faith.  

MISSIO RED BOXES Please bring your box into the sacristy for emptying and collect it next weekend.

[bookmark: _GoBack]CAFÉ COLUMBA Special thanks to the Café Columba team for the delicious Christmas lunch on Wednesday and also their monthly lunches.  If you haven’t tried them out yet – please add it to your 2026 New Year’s Resolution list!

SPRING CLEAN We are going to have one on December 22 from 10.30am – 6pm to prepare the church for the Christmas services. There is a detailed list of tasks in the porch – do please sign up. The more people who do, the quicker it will be completed.
NEXT WEEKEND’S READERS, BIDDING PRAYERS WRITER & EUCHARISTIC MINISTER Readers – Saturday 6pm Deirdre, Sunday 9am Gill, 11am Sybille. Bidding Prayers: Marlene. E/minister 9am Mass: n/a.

LIFE ASCENDING Aimed at men and women looking to enrich their later years, it’s about growing in the love of God and each other. Come into the hall at 11am Wednesday (the 17th) to find out more. 

PARISH EVENTS THIS WEEK GILL’S KEEP FIT Tomorrow (Monday) 10.45-11.45am (07787 824 592). SUE’S YOGA SESSION Thursday 7-8pm (07721 088 487). GUIDES Friday 7-9pm (veronica.williamson@icloud.com)

TEA & COFFEE ROTA If you are willing to join the rota of helpers providing tea and coffee after certain Masses – and we need more – email Deborah.martin21@yahoo.co.uk.

AHOTOKUROM What is it? Who are they? What do they do? Why have we adopted and support them? You can find the answers in the latest newsletter from the Ahotokurom Leprosy Village in Ghana. Copies at the back of the church.

CAROL SINGING OUTSIDE SAINSBURY’S Do come along and join in the singing in Selsdon between 11am and noon on Saturday (the 20th). As usual this annual event is being organised by Churches Together. See you there?

GOOD SHEPHERD SCHOOL This Catholic primary/nursery school in New Addington welcomes visits by families from St Columba's – every day is an open day.  Phone (01689 841 771) or just turn up. The school is rated 'good' by both Ofsted and the Catholic Schools' Inspectorate. Details:  https://www.goodshepherdprimaryschool.co.uk/

CALLED TO BEAR FRUIT Thank you to the thousands who took part in this consultation. See the response, with 15 actions points for renewal, in the report at the back of the church The consultation revealed a burning desire to be missionary and evangelising disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, who work together to help people encounter His love. So, let’s build up the Body of Christ in Southwark with faith and confidence, filled with joy and hope. As an Archdiocese, we will continue to seek renewal. Updates will be provided in due course. – Abp John Wilson.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
CHRISTMAS PRESENT FOR ST COLUMBA’S Buying Christmas presents online? Anything? If so you can help St Columba’s at no cost to yourself: 38 parishioners already have. Just visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk and register (quick and easy). Then shop online wherever and whenever you choose – there are 4,000 retailers to choose from including all the big-name High Street stores. Each time you then buy anything online (after clicking on the easyfundraising link), a donation is made to St Columba’s. Last month the total reached £420. That’s money for free. 

MARY’S MEALS It costs just £19.15 to feed a child with Mary’s Meals every school day for a year. This Christmas, donations of £19.15 will feed two children! Details: https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/campaigns/double-the-love

MANNA SOCIETY Make a donation by 29 December and it will be doubled by the Aviva Community Fund (up to a maximum of £250 per donation). For details visit https://www.mannasociety.org.uk/ 

GRIEF IN LOSS: HOPE IN CHRIST This weekend event on 20-22 March is for anyone who has experienced bereavement. Grieve, remember, hope and give thanks for your loved ones in the light of the Resurrection of Jesus. Details: phone 01622 717272 or email reception@thefriars.org.uk 

REPOSITORY Please pop in to see our range of Christmas stock including Secret Santa gifts and stocking fillers.

ECUMENICAL PILGRIMAGE Visit Rome and Assisi, 2-9 March. This eight-day pilgrimage will be led by Bp Paul Hendricks, Canon Michael Branch and Anglican Bp Christopher Chessun. Details: https://www.mccabe-travel.co.uk/pilgrimages/southwark-rome-and-assisi-8-day/

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND NEEDY Alice Barclay, Maria Baretto, Rene Barrett, John Belli, Joan D`Souza, Eoin Egan, Bernardo Fernandes, Judy Freegard, Dani Gonek, Tony Melvin, Veronica Moor, Alexandra & Anna Munn, Jill & Jim O`Donnell, Margit Symons, Kathy Thorpe and Sean Walsh. Pray also for family/friends of parishioners: Margaret Bolton, Ann Brennan, Kate Gould, Christopher Onyeachom, Anne Page, Jonathan Raki, Kathleen Sampson, Michael Skinner, Pat Taylor, David Wallace and Linda & Michael Watson.

SAFEGUARDING Our four Parish Safeguarding Reps are: Gill Tomei email: selsdonsg1@safeguardrcaos.org.uk Richard Mills E: selsdonsg3@safeguardrcaos.org.uk Clare Morgado E: selsdonsg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk and Patsy McFarlane E: selsdonsg4@safeguardrcaos.org.uk You can also contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator on 020 7261 1606. If you need help, information or advice concerning possible safeguarding issues involving children or vulnerable adults, contact any of the above. Your concerns will be dealt with discreetly and efficiently. For more information about Safeguarding please see the posters in the porch and church hall.
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SOUTHWARK IS A REGISTERED CHARITY:  NUMBER 1173050
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