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21 DECEMBER 2025 - FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT (A)
TODAY'S MASS READINGS  
Entrance Antiphon: Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let the clouds rain down the Just One; let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour.
First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-14
Responsorial Psalm: Let the Lord enter! He is the king of glory.
Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia. The virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which means God with us. Alleluia.
Gospel: Matthew 1:18-24
Communion Antiphon: Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; and his name will be called Emmanuel.
NEXT TWO WEEKS’ MASSES 
	Date
	Mass
	Time
	Intention

	Sun 21 Dec
	FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Day of Prayer for Expectant Mothers
	6pm (Sat)
	November dead list – Ludy Dias

	
	
	9am
	Pedrinha Ramos, RIP

	
	
	11am
	Pro Populo

	Mon 22 Dec
	Advent Weekday
	10am
	Holy Souls

	Tues 23 Dec
	Advent Weekday (St. John of Kanty, Priest)
	10am
	Holy Souls

	Wed 24 Dec
	Christmas Eve
Vigil Mass of Christmas
Mass at Night
(preceded by carols from 8.30pm)
	10am
6pm
9pm
	Jesus & Juana Malenab, RIP
Kevin James Hook, RIP
Philip & Mary Doherty

	Thurs 25 Dec
	CHRISTMAS DAY 
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
	9am
11am
	Holy Souls
Pro Populo

	Fri 26 Dec
	St. Stephen, Deacon & Protomartyr
	10am
	Patrick O`Donoghue, RIP

	Sat 27 Dec
	St. John, Apostle & Evangelist
	10.30am 
	Czeslaw Lawicki

	Sun 28 Dec
	THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH
	6pm (Sat)
9am
11am
	Holy Souls (Joan Charman)
Pro Populo
Thanksgiving Mass (Hook Family)

	Mon 29 Dec
	St. Thomas of Canterbury, Bishop & Martyr
	10am
	Friends & relations (Cathy Burns)

	Tues 30 Dec
	Octave of the Nativity
	10am
	Holy Souls

	Wed 31 Dec
	Octave of the Nativity (St. Sylvester I, Pope)
	10am
	Rene Barrett (SVP)

	Thurs 1 Jan
	MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD Solemnity
	10am
	Patrick & Maureen Cardin, RIP

	Fri 2 Jan
	SS. Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops & Doctors of the Church
	10am
	The Mahoney Family

	Sat 3 Jan
	The Most Holy Name of Jesus
	10.30am
	Priest`s Intention

	Sun 4 Jan
	SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
	6pm (Sat)
	Bridget Madden, RIP

	
	
	9am
	November Dead List

	
	
	11am
	Pro Populo


· Weekday Masses are preceded by Morning Prayer at 9.40am (except on Christmas Day).
· Tuesday Mass is followed by Exposition and Benediction concluding at 11am 
· The Rosary is recited in the Lady Chapel on Friday after the 10am Mass 
· Devotions to Our Lady take place in the Lady Chapel on Saturday at 10am
· Confessions: on Saturday morning after Mass and from 5.30-5.45pm 
· There will be extra confessions on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday (the 22nd-24th) after morning Mass and also after the Vigil Mass (6pm) on Christmas Eve. 

MONEY MATTERS 13/14 December: basket £534.21 (Gift Aid £223.35), card machines (incl. QR code) £322 (Gift Aid £125), repository £13 (Gift Aid £7), Building Fund £15 (Gift Aid £5). Thank you for your generosity.

SPRING CLEAN We are going to have one on Monday (the 22nd) from 10.30am-6pm to prepare the church for the Christmas services. There is a detailed list of tasks in the porch – do please sign up. The more people (men and women) who do, the quicker it will be completed.

CHILDREN`S NATIVITY TABLEAU This will take place at the Vigil Mass of Christmas Eve (6pm): if any parents would like their children to take part, please come to the hall for a brief rehearsal at 5pm that evening, with the children dressed as angels, shepherds, kings . . . and camels! 

CHRISTMAS OFFERTORY COLLECTION This is one of only two occasions in the year (the other being Easter) when the collection at Mass is your personal offering to the parish priest. That applies to the two Christmas Eve Mass collections and the two on Christmas Day. It’s an opportunity to show your appreciation for Fr Julian.

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE In his annual Christmas message, Abp John Wilson says: ‘The beautiful truth of Christmas is that because of God in Christ we are never lost. God chose to be near us, to stay close to us always, to draw us to himself, always. In his endless mercy, the Lord Jesus chose to love us, so we could know and believe that "God is love" (1 John 4:16). In turn, all the Lord Jesus asks of us is to not be afraid and to say yes to him, to draw close to him, to love him." You can watch and read the full message at http://rcaos.org.uk/christmasmessage2025.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION Application forms are available from Fr Julian and Deacon Philip after all Masses until early January. Children (and their parents) must be living within the parish and practising their faith.  


READERS, BIDDING PRAYERS WRITERS & EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Christmas readers: 6pm Richard, 9pm Ken, 9am Martin, 11am Janice. December 27/28: readers – Saturday 6pm Jouelle, Sunday 9am Mike, 11am Ken. Bidding Prayers: Adrian. Eucharistic minister 9am Mass: Richard. January 3/4: readers – Saturday 6pm Sita, Sunday 9am Malliga, 11am Beatrice. Bidding Prayers: Michael. Eucharistic minister Maria.

TEA & COFFEE If you are willing to join the rota of helpers providing tea and coffee after certain Sunday morning  Masses – and we need more – email Deborah.martin21@yahoo.co.uk.

WATCH THE SURPRISE See this wonderful play by Catholic GK Chesterton tomorrow (the 22nd) at 3pm online http://www.ewtn.co.uk or on sky 586. For Chesterton Prayers visit http://www.catholicgkchestertonsociety.co.uk/

GOOD SHEPHERD SCHOOL This Catholic primary/nursery school in New Addington welcomes visits by families from St Columba's – every day is an open day.  Phone (01689 841 771) or just turn up. The school is rated 'good' by both Ofsted and the Catholic Schools' Inspectorate. Details:  https://www.goodshepherdprimaryschool.co.uk/

MARY’S MEALS It costs just £19.15 to feed a child with Mary’s Meals every school day for a year. This Christmas, donations of £19.15 will feed two children! Details: https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/campaigns/double-the-love

GRIEF IN LOSS: HOPE IN CHRIST This weekend event on 20-22 March is for anyone who has experienced bereavement. Grieve, remember, hope and give thanks for your loved ones in the light of the Resurrection of Jesus. Details: phone 01622 717272 or email reception@thefriars.org.uk 

ECUMENICAL PILGRIMAGE Visit Rome and Assisi, 2-9 March. This eight-day pilgrimage will be led by Bp Paul Hendricks, Canon Michael Branch and Anglican Bp Christopher Chessun. Details: https://www.mccabe-travel.co.uk/pilgrimages/southwark-rome-and-assisi-8-day/

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND NEEDY Alice Barclay, Maria Baretto, Rene Barrett, John Belli, Marion De Souza, Joan D`Souza, Eoin Egan, Bernardo Fernandes, Judy Freegard, Dani Gonek, Debbie Greig, Tony Melvin, Veronica Moor, Alexandra & Anna Munn, Jill & Jim O`Donnell, Margit Symons, Kathy Thorpe and Sean Walsh. Pray also for family/friends of parishioners: Margaret Bolton, Ann Brennan, Kate Gould, Christopher Onyeachom, Anne Page, Jonathan Raki, Kathleen Sampson, Michael Skinner, Pat Taylor, David Wallace and Linda & Michael Watson.

SAFEGUARDING Our four Parish Safeguarding Reps are: Gill Tomei email: selsdonsg1@safeguardrcaos.org.uk Richard Mills E: selsdonsg3@safeguardrcaos.org.uk Clare Morgado E: selsdonsg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk and Patsy McFarlane E: selsdonsg4@safeguardrcaos.org.uk You can also contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator on 020 7261 1606. If you need help, information or advice concerning possible safeguarding issues involving children or vulnerable adults, contact any of the above. Your concerns will be dealt with discreetly and efficiently. For more information about Safeguarding please see the posters in the porch and church hall.
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SOUTHWARK IS A REGISTERED CHARITY:  NUMBER 1173050
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