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30 NOVEMBER 2025 – FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT (A)
TODAY'S MASS READINGS  
Entrance Antiphon: To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame. Nor let my enemies exult over me; and let none who hope in you be put to shame.
First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5
Responsorial Psalm: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord
Second Reading: 2 Romans 13:11-14a
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia. Show us, O Lord, your mercy and grant us your salvation. Alleluia.
Gospel: Matthew 24:37-44
Communion Antiphon: The Lord will bestow his bounty and our earth shall yield its increase.
THIS WEEK’S MASSES 
	Date
	Mass
	Time
	Intention

	Sun 30 Nov
	FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
(Year A)
	6pm (Sat)
	Thanksgiving for God`s blessings

	
	
	9am
	November dead list

	
	
	11am
	Pro Populo

	Mon 1 Dec
	Advent Weekday
	10am
	Bill & Catherine Walsh, RIP

	Tues 2 Dec
	Advent Weekday
	10am
	Holy Souls

	Wed 3 Dec
	St Francis Xavier, Priest. Day of Prayer for Migrants
	10am
	Tom Ferncombe, RIP

	Thurs 4 Dec
	St John Damascene, Priest & Doctor
	No Mass
	

	Fri 5 Dec
	Advent Weekday
	10am
	Cahill & Loughlan families

	Sat 6 Dec
	St Nicholas, Bishop
	10.30am 
	Holy Souls

	Sun 7 Dec
	SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
	6pm (Sat)
9am
11am
	Pro Populo
Christopher Sampson, RIP
Kevin Staunton, RIP


· Weekday Masses are preceded by Morning Prayer at 9.40am
· Tuesday’s Mass is followed by Exposition and Benediction concluding at 11am 
· The Rosary is recited in the Lady Chapel on Friday after the 10am Mass 
· Devotions to Our Lady take place in the Lady Chapel on Saturday at 10am
· Confessions: on Saturday morning after Mass and from 5.30-5.45pm 

MONEY MATTERS 22/23 November: basket £480.21 (Gift Aid £248), card machines/QR code £211 (Gift Aid £157); repository £135.05; donation £50; Royal British Legion £20; Catholic Youth Services £401.15 (Gift Aid £223.65).

PARISH FAYRE: IT’S TODAY Do come into the hall any time from 10am to 1pm. Please bring any cakes today. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION Application forms for this course will be available from Fr Julian and Deacon Philip after all Masses from today until the beginning of January. Children (and their parents) must be living within the parish and practising their faith.  

DO YOU KNOW YOUR ABC? Today, the First Sunday of Advent, we begin Year A, ‘The Year of St. Matthew’. Sunday Gospel readings during the year will be taken mainly from St Matthew.  

CAFÉ COLUMBA It’s open on Wednesday (the 3rd) for the usual coffee morning after 10am Mass followed by lunch from 11:45am. Do come and enjoy good coffee, cakes, company and conversation. Everyone is warmly welcome. 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH Don’t forget this Cafe Columba event on 10 December – 12 noon for 12:30pm, £14 pp. It includes beverages and entertainment. There are a few places left: book with Gill Tomei  g.tomei@btopenworld.com

JOIN OUR BIBLE STUDY GROUP It meets on Wednesday (the 3rd), 7-8pm. Contact Deacon Philip for details.

NEXT WEEKEND’S READERS, BIDDING PRAYERS WRITER & EUCHARISTIC MINISTER Readers – Saturday 6pm Sita, Sunday 9am Irene, 11am Beatrice. Bidding Prayers: Malliga. E/minister 9am Mass: Teresa.

PARISH EVENTS THIS WEEK GILL’S KEEP FIT Tomorrow (Monday) 10.45-11.45am (07787 824 592). SUE’S YOGA SESSION Thursday 7-8pm (07721 088 487). GUIDES Friday 7-9pm (veronica.williamson@icloud.com)

PEDRINHA RAMOS RIP Please keep in your prayers Pedrinha, a long-time parishioner, who died on 17 November.  Her Requiem Mass will be celebrated on Wednesday, 17 December at 9:30am followed by internment at Wandsworth Cemetery SW18 3ER at 12 noon.
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon her. May she rest in peace. Amen

AHOTOKUROM What is it? Who are they? What do they do? Why have we adopted and support them? You can find the answers in the latest newsletter from the Ahotokurom Leprosy Village in Ghana. Copies at the back of the church.

JESUIT REFUGEE SERVICE Their Advent service is on Monday (the 1st) at 7pm at their Farm Street church, W1K 3AH. There will be carols and a performance by their refugee music group. All are welcome.

CATHEDRAL CAROL SERVICE It’s on 9 December at 7.30pm. Join Abp John and the St George’s Cathedral Choir.

CROYDON UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL The final Mass of the year at the CUH chapel will be at 12 noon on 10 December. Wednesday Masses resume on 7 January. 

CAFOD CAROL SERVICE It’s on 10 December at 7pm at St George's Cathedral followed by drinks and mince pies.

[bookmark: _GoBack]CALLED TO BEAR FRUIT Thank you to the thousands who took part in this consultation. See the response, with 15 actions points for renewal, at rcaos.org.uk/calledtobearfruit The consultation revealed a burning desire to be missionary and evangelising disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, who work together to help people encounter His love. So, let’s build up the Body of Christ in Southwark with faith and confidence, filled with joy and hope. As an Archdiocese, we will continue to seek renewal. Updates will be provided in due course. – Abp John Wilson.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
REPOSITORY Please pop in to see our range of Christmas stock including Secret Santa gifts and stocking fillers.

CHRISTMAS PRESENT FOR ST COLUMBA’S Buying Christmas presents online? Anything? If so you can help St Columba’s at no cost to yourself: 38 parishioners already have. Just visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk and register (quick and easy). Then shop online wherever and whenever you choose – there are 4,000 retailers to choose from including all the big-name High Street stores. Each time you then buy anything online (after clicking on the easyfundraising link), a donation is made to St Columba’s. Last month the total reached £420. That’s money for free. 

HOMELESS NIGHT SHELTER It will be open from January till March at the Minster, central Croydon. Volunteers are needed. Details: simon.ramsbotham@btinternet.com

MARY’S MEALS It costs just £19.15 to feed a child with Mary’s Meals every school day for a year. This Christmas, donations of £19.15 will feed two children! Details: https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/campaigns/double-the-love

MANNA SOCIETY Make a donation by 29 December and it will be doubled by the Aviva Community Fund (up to a maximum of £250 per donation). For details visit https://www.mannasociety.org.uk/ 

GRIEF IN LOSS: HOPE IN CHRIST Taking place on 20-22 March, this weekend is for anyone who has experienced bereavement, either recently or some time ago. Grieve, remember, hope and give thanks for your loved ones in the light of the Resurrection of Jesus. Details: phone 01622 717272 or email reception@thefriars.org.uk 

ECUMENICAL PILGRIMAGE Visiting Rome and Assisi from 2-9 March, this eight-day pilgrimage will be led by Bp Paul Hendricks, Canon Michael Branch and Anglican Bp Christopher Chessun. Details: https://www.mccabe-travel.co.uk/pilgrimages/southwark-rome-and-assisi-8-day/

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND NEEDY Alice Barclay, Maria Baretto, Rene Barrett, John Belli, Joan D`Souza, Eoin Egan, Bernardo Fernandes, Judy Freegard, Dani Gonek, Tony Melvin, Veronica Moor, Alexandra & Anna Munn, Jill & Jim O`Donnell, Margit Symons, Kathy Thorpe and Sean Walsh. Pray also for family/friends of parishioners: Margaret Bolton, Ann Brennan, Kate Gould, Christopher Onyeachom, Anne Page, Jonathan Raki, Kathleen Sampson, Michael Skinner, Pat Taylor, David Wallace and Linda & Michael Watson.

SAFEGUARDING Our four Parish Safeguarding Reps are: Gill Tomei email: selsdonsg1@safeguardrcaos.org.uk Richard Mills E: selsdonsg3@safeguardrcaos.org.uk Clare Morgado E: selsdonsg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk and Patsy McFarlane E: selsdonsg4@safeguardrcaos.org.uk You can also contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator on 020 7261 1606. If you need help, information or advice concerning possible safeguarding issues involving children or vulnerable adults, contact any of the above. Your concerns will be dealt with discreetly and efficiently. For more information about Safeguarding please see the posters in the porch and church hall.
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SOUTHWARK IS A REGISTERED CHARITY:  NUMBER 1173050
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