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4 JANUARY 2026 – SECOND WEEK OF CHRISTMAS TIME (A)
TODAY'S MASS READINGS  
Entrance Antiphon: When a profound silence covered all things and night was in the middle of its course, your all-powerful Word, O Lord, bounded from heaven’s royal throne.
First Reading: Sirach 24:1-2. 8-12
Responsorial Psalm: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.
Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-6. 15-18
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia. Glory be to you, O Christ, proclaimed among the nations; Glory be to you, O Christ, believed in throughout the world. Alleluia.
Gospel: John 1:1-18
Communion Antiphon: To all who would accept him, he gave the power to become children of God.
NEXT WEEK’S MASSES 
	Date
	Mass
	Time
	Intention

	Sun 4 Jan
	SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY  
	6pm (Sat)
	Bridget Madden, RIP

	
	
	9am
	November dead list

	
	
	11am
	Pro Populo

	Mon 5 Jan
	Christmastide Weekday
	10am
	November dead list

	Tues 6 Jan
	THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD Solemnity & Holyday of Obligation
	10am
7.30pm
	Holy Souls
Pro Populo

	Wed 7 Jan
	St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest
	10am
	Margaret Charman (SVP)

	Thurs 8 Jan
	Christmastide Weekday
	No Mass
	

	Fri 9 Jan
	Christmastide Weekday
	10am
	November dead list

	Sat 10 Jan
	Christmastide Weekday
	10.30am 
	Priest`s intention

	Sun 11 Jan
	THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
	6pm (Sat)
9am
11am
	Robert Adams, RIP
Holy Souls
Pro Populo


· Weekday Masses are preceded by Morning Prayer at 9.40am 
· Tuesday’s Mass is followed by Exposition and Benediction concluding at 11am 
· The Rosary is recited in the Lady Chapel on Friday after the 10am Mass 
· Devotions to Our Lady take place in the Lady Chapel on Saturday at 10am
· Confessions: on Saturday morning after Mass and from 5.30-5.45pm 

MONEY MATTERS 20/21 December: basket £503.28 (Gift Aid £269.70), card machines (incl. QR code) £377 (Gift Aid £239). Candles £132.45. Repository £1.50. 25 December: basket £2,083 (Gift Aid £725), card machines (incl. QR code) £600 (Gift Aid £305). 27/28 December: basket £415.36 (Gift Aid £184), card machines (incl. QR code) £200 (Gift Aid £117). Christmas offering £45. Crib collection £30. Repository £64 (Gift Aid £6).

THANK YOU Fr Julian would like to thank all parishioners for their generous Christmas offerings and the large number of cards and presents he received over the Christmas period. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION Today (the 4th) is the final opportunity to collect an application form for the preparation course. All forms must be returned – in person - to Fr Julian or Deacon Philip by 12 noon next Sunday (the 11th). Children (and their parents) must be living within the parish and practising their faith.  

PARISH ACTIVITIES We return to Gill’s keep-fit sessions on Monday (the 5th) from 10:45-11:45am. Sue’s yoga sessions recommence Thursday (the 8th) from 7-8pm.

READERS, BIDDING PRAYERS WRITER & EUCHARISTIC MINISTER Weekend of 10/11 January – readers: Saturday 6pm Geraldine, Sunday 9am Manfred, 11am Sybille. Bidding Prayers: Stephen & Brigid. Eucharistic minister Gill.
GOING INTO HOSPITAL? Let Fr Julian or Deacon Philip know so that the Croydon University Hospital (CUH) Catholic chaplaincy can visit with Holy Communion and the Sacrament of the Sick. In an emergency phone CUH (020 8401 3000) and ask for the on-call Catholic chaplain to be paged, giving the sick person’s name and ward.

CAFÉ COLUMBA It will not be open this month but we shall be returning refreshed on 4 February. Please support this very worthwhile event for our community. We are able to help all sorts of charities with our non-profit making Cafe with your help. In 2025 we were able to donate to CRISIS, CONTACT, Selsdon Clubhouse, the Food Bank at New Addington, Marie Curie, Dementia UK and others. Let’s make this a bumper year and help many more who desperately need our support.

GOOD SHEPHERD SCHOOL This Catholic primary/nursery school in New Addington welcomes visits by families from St Columba's – every day is an open day.  Phone (01689 841 771) or just turn up. The school is rated 'good' by both Ofsted and the Catholic Schools' Inspectorate. Details:  https://www.goodshepherdprimaryschool.co.uk/

MISSIO RED BOXES St Columba’s parishioners donated £766.73 using the red mission boxes during 2025. They have used these boxes since 1935! The money is shared 60/40, with Missio supporting faith communities in dioceses where the Church is still young or poor overseas. The Mill Hill Missionaries’ share goes towards the formation of young men studying to join  the order and to support the society’s work in Asia and Africa.
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LOURDES PILGRIMAGE It leaves Slough and Ealing Broadway on 9 February returning, via a visit to the shrine of the Miraculous Medal in Paris, on the 14th. Full board and a devotional programme including the Blessed Sacrament procession of the sick, candlelit rosary procession and Stations of the Cross costs £590pp. Details: ring 07957 594646.

ROME & ASSISI PILGRIMAGE Visit Rome and Assisi, 2-9 March. This eight-day pilgrimage will be led by Bp Paul Hendricks, Canon Michael Branch and Anglican Bp Christopher Chessun. Details: https://www.mccabe-travel.co.uk/pilgrimages/southwark-rome-and-assisi-8-day/

TELEPHONE CALLS If you leave a message with a phone number on the parish office answerphone it is vital to speak clearly, slowly and distinctly. Too many numbers are gabbled. Then it becomes impossible to return the call.

THE PARISH WEBSITE As well as this newsletter, you can access all service times, parish, deanery and diocesan news, contact details and rotas for Eucharistic ministers, readers, Bidding Prayers writers, collection counters, drivers providing lifts to housebound parishioners and food bank deliverers

BUILDING A BETTER MARRIAGE This is a one-day marriage-enrichment course aimed at couples with average-to-good marriages who would like to make them better. There is no charge and no group sharing. Couples have the opportunity individually to explore their relationship and levels of communication, which is the key to relationship. These BABM days start at 9.30am and finish by 4.30pm. Local dates and venues for 2026 are: Wallington May 23 and Battersea Park November 7. More details – T: 07983 524 727 or E: mflkent@rcaos.org.uk

GIFT AID ENVELOPES If you are using those provided at church for special second collections, it is essential to fill in your name and address in the space provided. Otherwise Gift Aid – 25p per £1 given – cannot be reclaimed.

GRIEF IN LOSS: HOPE IN CHRIST This weekend event on 20-22 March is for anyone who has experienced bereavement. Grieve, remember, hope and give thanks for your loved ones in the light of the Resurrection of Jesus. Details: phone 01622 717272 or email reception@thefriars.org.uk 

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND NEEDY Alice Barclay, Maria Baretto, Rene Barrett, John Belli, Marion De Souza, Joan D`Souza, Eoin Egan, Bernardo Fernandes, Judy Freegard, Dani Gonek, Debbie Greig, Tony Melvin, Veronica Moor, Alexandra & Anna Munn, Jill & Jim O`Donnell, Margit Symons, Kathy Thorpe and Sean Walsh. Pray also for family/friends of parishioners: Margaret Bolton, Ann Brennan, Kate Gould, Christopher Onyeachom, Anne Page, Jonathan Raki, Kathleen Sampson, Michael Skinner, Pat Taylor, David Wallace and Linda & Michael Watson.

SAFEGUARDING Our four Parish Safeguarding Reps are: Gill Tomei email: selsdonsg1@safeguardrcaos.org.uk Richard Mills E: selsdonsg3@safeguardrcaos.org.uk Clare Morgado E: selsdonsg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk and Patsy McFarlane E: selsdonsg4@safeguardrcaos.org.uk You can also contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator on 020 7261 1606. If you need help, information or advice concerning possible safeguarding issues involving children or vulnerable adults, contact any of the above. Your concerns will be dealt with discreetly and efficiently. For more information about Safeguarding please see the posters in the porch and church hall.
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SOUTHWARK IS A REGISTERED CHARITY:  NUMBER 1173050
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