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22 MARCH 2026 – FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT (A)
TODAY'S MASS READINGS  
Entrance Antiphon: Give me justice, O God, and plead my cause against a nation that is faithless. From the deceitful and cunning rescue me, for you, O God, are my strength. 
First Reading: Ezekiel 37:12-14
Responsorial Psalm: With the Lord there is mercy, in him is plentiful redemption.
Second Reading: Romans 8:8-11
Gospel Acclamation: Glory to you, O Christ, Son of the living God.
Gospel: John 11:1-45
Communion Antiphon: Everyone who lives and believes in me will not die for ever, says the Lord.
NEXT WEEK’S MASSES Second collection today for poor parishes.
	Date
	Mass
	Time
	Intention

	Sun 22 Mar
	FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

	6pm (Sat)
	Stanislaw Gonek RIP

	
	
	9am
	Pro Populo

	
	
	11am
	Gordon Shurgold RIP

	Mon 23 Mar
	Lenten Weekday
(St Turibius of Mongrovejo, Bishop) 
	10am
	Eugene Clerkin 

	Tues 24 Mar
	Lenten Weekday
	10am
	Margaret Wojciechowska RIP

	Wed 25 Mar
	THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD
	10am
	Monica & Colin Furk (SVP)

	Thurs 26 Mar
	Lenten Weekday
	No Mass
	

	Fri 27 Mar
	Lenten Weekday 
	10am
	Maureen Jenkins, RIP

	Sat 28 Mar
	Lenten Weekday 
	10.30am 
	Laurence & Elizabeth Walsh RIP

	Sun 29 Mar
	PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD
	6pm (Sat)
9am
11am
	Fr Barry Bughes, RIP
Pro Populo
Margit Symons (birthday)


· Weekday Masses are preceded by Morning Prayer at 9.40am 
· Tuesday Mass is followed by Exposition and Benediction concluding at 11am 
· The Rosary is recited in the Lady Chapel after Mass on Friday. 
· Stations of the Cross are celebrated on Friday at 7.30pm
· Devotions to Our Lady take place in the Lady Chapel on Saturday at 10am
· Confessions: on Saturday morning after Mass and from 5.30-5.45pm 

MONEY MATTERS 14/15 March: basket £580.58 (Gift Aid £314.30). Thank you for your generosity.

SECOND COLLECTION Today (Sunday) it is for poor parishes (formerly this collection was known as being for ‘The needs of the diocese’). It enables Abp John to make grants to particularly needy parishes in Southwark archdiocese.

ST COLUMBA'S COMMUNITY GROUP A calendar of social events for 2026 is now available. Remember to take home a copy - they can be found in the church porch. And do please come along and support them.

FOOD BANK Don’t forget this important Salvation Army initiative which we support. All sorts of groceries are needed – and the need certainly is great. Items can be left in the large plastic containers in the porch area.  

CANDLE SAFETY Place lighted votive candles only in the rimmed discs, not on the tinfoil underneath and never on top of any other candle (lit or unlit). Put ‘dead’ candles in the metal bowl underneath the stand. 

CONFIRMATION Application forms for the Sacrament of Confirmation are available after all Sunday Masses throughout Lent. Candidates must be regular Mass goers. The sacrament will be conferred by our new bishop Gerard Bradley on 27 November.

READERS, BIDDING PRAYERS WRITER & EUCHARISTIC MINISTER Weekend of 28/29 March – readers: Saturday 6pm Richard, Sunday 9am Martin, 11am Beatrice. Bidding Prayers: Michael A. Eucharistic minister: Deirdre.

PALM SUNDAY That’s next Sunday, the beginning of Holy Week, and palms will be blessed at the beginning of all Masses. The 6pm Saturday vigil and 9am Sunday Masses will be celebrated simply, all in church as usual, with the short reading of the Passion. The 11am Mass, in solemn form, will begin in the hall with a procession into the church and include the full version of the Passion with three speakers and the congregation participating.

MONEY BOXES At the rear of the church we now have five boxes so that parishioners may contribute, from time to time, to worthy causes – the St Vincent de Paul Society, flowers, pro-life organisations, the Building Fund and Ahotokurom. Every month or so, the boxes will be emptied and the amount forwarded as appropriate. These worthy causes can also be supported via the card machines at both entrances to our church and the QR code above.

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE From mid-July to early September the 9am and 11am Sunday Masses will be combined into a single Mass at 10am. The Saturday 6pm Vigil Mass will continue unchanged. 

PARISH ACTIVITIES Gill’s keep-fit session takes place tomorrow (Monday) 10:45-11:45am (07787 824 592). Girl Guides is on Friday 7-9pm (veronica.williamson@icloud.com).

GIRL GUIDES They have been a popular and valued feature of our parish life for years and years. But there are not enough adult helpers and, sadly, unless volunteers come forward, they will have to close down. If you are willing to help at the Friday evening sessions, email the leader, Veronica, on veronica.williamson@icloud.com for details.

ROMERO ROSARY Join Abp John Wilson in praying the rosary at St George’s Cathedral every Friday at 5pm during Lent. Stations of the Cross follow at 6pm. Find out more at: https://rcaos.org.uk/romerorosary

MUSICAL PILGRIMAGE Taking place from 8-14 June, it will follow the Augustinian Camino in Kent from Rochester Cathedral to Canterbury, then go on to the shrine of St Augustine in Ramsgate. Each evening, Eddie Gilmore will perform a little concert in a pub en route. Details: email gileag@gmail.com or visit http://www.eddiegilmore.org

SVP & CAFOD They are working together to offer a week of free residential work experience for 20 young adults in England and Wales. The experience will run from 21–26 June in London. Candidates must be aged 18-25 years old. For details visit: https://svp1.formstack.com/forms/work_experience_application_form_2026 

LOURDES PILGRIMAGE This Southwark diocesan event, led by Bp Paul Hendricks, will take place from 21-28 August. It’s a great opportunity to refresh and renew your relationship with Jesus. For details visit: https://www.tangney-tours.com/diocese-pilgrimages/diocese-ca/

THE ANNUAL MARRIAGE MASS This popular annual event will take place at St George's Cathedral on 11 July at 3pm. Couples celebrating special wedding anniversaries this year - their first, 10th, 25th, 40th, 50th, 60th or any later anniversary - are invited to apply for places. They will then receive a personal invitation to the Mass from Abp John Wilson and have an opportunity to renew their marriage vows. To sign up email: mflsw@rcaos.org.uk 

WIDOWED, SEPARATED & DIVORCED? If so, Beginning Experience is there for you. They are organising a weekend on 8-10 May at Worth Abbey, West Sussex, to help you deal with the natural process of grief and loneliness. Email beginningexperience.soe@gmail.com for details. 

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND NEEDY Alice Barclay, Maria Baretto, Rene Barrett, John Belli, Kevin D’Costa, Marion De Souza, Joan D`Souza, Eoin Egan, Bernardo Fernandes, Judy Freegard, Dani Gonek, Veronica Moor, Alexandra & Anna Munn, Jill & Jim O`Donnell and Sean Walsh. Pray also for family/friends of parishioners: Margaret Bolton, Ann Brennan, Christopher Onyeachom, Anne Page, Jonathan Raki, Michael Skinner, Pat Taylor, David Wallace and Linda & Michael Watson.

SAFEGUARDING Our four Parish Safeguarding Reps are: Gill Tomei email: selsdonsg1@safeguardrcaos.org.uk Richard Mills E: selsdonsg3@safeguardrcaos.org.uk Clare Morgado E: selsdonsg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk and Patsy McFarlane E: selsdonsg4@safeguardrcaos.org.uk You can also contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator on 020 7261 1606. If you need help, information or advice concerning possible safeguarding issues involving children or vulnerable adults, contact any of the above. Your concerns will be dealt with discreetly and efficiently. For more information about Safeguarding please see the posters in the porch and church hall.
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SOUTHWARK IS A REGISTERED CHARITY:  NUMBER 1173050

image1.emf

image2.jpeg




image3.png




