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8 MARCH 2026 – THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT (A)
TODAY'S MASS READINGS  
Entrance Antiphon: My eyes are always on the Lord, for he rescues my feet from the snare. Turn to me and have mercy on me, for I am alone and poor.
First Reading: Exodus 17:3-7
Responsorial Psalm: O that today you would listen to his voice: ‘Harden not your hearts.’
Second Reading: Romans 5:1-2. 5-8
Gospel Acclamation: Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 
Gospel: John 4:5-42
Communion Antiphon: For anyone who drinks it, says the Lord, the water I shall give will become in him a spring welling up to eternal life.
NEXT WEEK’S MASSES 
	Date
	Mass
	Time
	Intention

	Sun 8 Mar
	THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
	6pm (Sat)
	Stephen Oxley, RIP

	
	
	9am
	Pro Populo

	
	
	11am
	Tony Pears, RIP

	Mon 9 Mar
	Lenten Weekday (St. Frances of Rome, Religious)
	10am
	Requiem: Tony Melvin

	Tues 10 Mar
	Lenten Weekday
	10am
	Kathy Thorpe, RIP

	Wed 11 Mar
	Lenten Weekday 
	10am
	Sean Walsh (SVP)

	Thurs 12 Mar
	Lenten Weekday
	No Mass
	

	Fri 13 Mar
	Lenten Weekday 
	10am
	Alfred & Josephine Dickey, RIP [FM]

	Sat 14 Mar
	Lenten Weekday 
	10.30am 
	Joan Hickey (90)

	Sun 15 Mar
	FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
‘Laetare Sunday’
	6pm (Sat)
9am
11am
	Holy Souls
Pro Populo
Margaret Wojciechowska, RIP


· Weekday Masses are preceded by Morning Prayer at 9.40am (except tomorrow, Monday) 
· Tuesday Mass is followed by Exposition and Benediction concluding at 11am 
· The Rosary is recited in the Lady Chapel after Mass on Friday. 
· Stations of the Cross are celebrated on Friday at 7.30pm
· Devotions to Our Lady take place in the Lady Chapel on Saturday at 10am
· Confessions: on Saturday morning after Mass and from 5.30-5.45pm 

MONEY MATTERS 28 February/1 March: basket £478.18 (Gift Aid £216.95), card machines (incl. QR code) £388 (Gift Aid £213), CAFOD £548.25, candles £14, Building Fund £5, repository £10. Standing orders for February amounted to £2,490 (Gift Aid £2,463). Thank you. 

RECENTLY DECEASED The funeral of Tony Melvin, who died on 9 February, aged 86, will be celebrated on Monday, (the 9th) at 10am, followed by interment in the Lower Churchyard, All Saints, Sanderstead, at 11.30am. 
Eternal rest grant to him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him. May he rest in peace. Amen.

CHILDREN`S LITURGY It is very important that all parents/guardians remain responsible for their children at all times. If your children leave the church for their liturgy in the hall during 11am Mass, it is essential that you check that they have returned when the liturgy is complete: please notify any catechist if your child is missing. 

CANDLE SAFETY When placing lighted votive candles on the candle stands they must be placed only in the rimmed discs. Do not stand them on the tinfoil underneath and never on top of any other candle. Any ‘dead’ candles must be placed in the metal bowl underneath the stand and nowhere else. Incorrectly lighted candles will be thrown away.  

FOOD BANK Don’t forget this important initiative at New Addington which we have adopted. All sorts of groceries are needed – and the need certainly is great. Items can be left in the large plastic containers in the porch area.  

READERS, BIDDING PRAYERS WRITER & EUCHARISTIC MINISTER Weekend of 14/15 March – readers: Saturday 6pm Deirdre, Sunday 9am Adrian, 11am Geraldine. Bidding Prayers: Marlene. Eucharistic minister: Mike.

TEA & COFFEE Come and enjoy some in the hall next Sunday (the 15th) after 11am Mass. All are welcome.

CONFIRMATION Application forms for receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation will be available after all Sunday Masses throughout Lent. Candidates must be regular Mass-goers. The Sacrament will be conferred at the end of November – and there`s plenty to do between now and then! 

MONEY BOXES At the rear of the church we now have five boxes so that parishioners may contribute, from time to time, to worthy causes – the St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP), flowers, pro-life organisations, the building fund and the leprosy community at Ahokotorum in Ghana. Every month or so, the donations will be checked and the amount forwarded to the respective charity or cause.  These are also available on the card machines at both entrances.

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE This weekend please let Fr Julian or Deacon Philip know your preference for the new diocesan-wide summer Mass schedule (to run from mid-July to early September) as it may apply to this parish:
1. To suspend the 6pm Saturday Vigil Mass and retain the two Sunday morning Masses; or 
1. To retain the 6pm Saturday Vigil Mass and combine the two Sunday morning Masses at 10am.

[bookmark: _GoBack]PARISH ACTIVITIES Guides is on Friday 7-9pm (veronica.williamson@icloud.com).

GIFT AID ENVELOPES If you are using those provided at church for special second collections, it is essential to fill in your name and address in the space provided. Otherwise Gift Aid – 25p per £1 given – cannot be reclaimed.

ROMERO ROSARY Join Abp John Wilson in praying the rosary at St George’s Cathedral every Friday at 5pm during Lent. Stations of the Cross follow at 6pm. Find out more at: https://rcaos.org.uk/romerorosary

YOUTH DAY Organised by the Southwark Catholic Youth Service on 14 March (11am – 5pm) for children aged 10-14, it will combine faith, fun and friendship, including icebreakers, a talk, a pizza lunch, football and crafts, adoration and Mass. Register at http://www.tinyurl.com/yday14mar. The venue is St John Fisher School, Peaks Hill, Purley, CR8 3YP. Please contact youth@rcaos.org.uk if you would like transport for your group. 

MUSICAL PILGRIMAGE Taking place from 8-14 June, it will follow the Augustinian Camino in Kent from Rochester Cathedral to Canterbury, then on to the shrine of St Augustine in Ramsgate. Each evening, Eddie Gilmore will perform a little concert in a pub en route. Details: email gileag@gmail.com or visit http://www.eddiegilmore.org

SVP & CAFOD They are working together to offer a week of free residential work experience for 20 young adults in England and Wales. The experience will run from 21–26 June in London. Candidates must be aged 18-25 years old. For details visit: https://svp1.formstack.com/forms/work_experience_application_form_2026 

LOURDES PILGRIMAGE This Southwark diocesan event, led by Bp Paul Hendricks, will take place from 21-28 August. It’s a great opportunity to refresh and renew your relationship with Jesus. For details visit: https://www.tangney-tours.com/diocese-pilgrimages/diocese-ca/

HELP ST COLUMBA’S Buying something online? Anything? If so you can help St Columba’s at no cost to yourself: 39 parishioners already have. Just visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk and register (quick and easy). Then shop online wherever and whenever you choose – there are 4,000 retailers to choose from including all the big-name High Street stores. Each time you then buy anything online (after clicking on the easyfundraising link), a donation is made to St Columba’s. This month the total reached nearly £500. That’s money for free. Do join up.

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND NEEDY Alice Barclay, Maria Baretto, Rene Barrett, John Belli, Kevin D’Costa, Marion De Souza, Joan D`Souza, Eoin Egan, Bernardo Fernandes, Judy Freegard, Dani Gonek, Debbie Greig, Veronica Moor, Alexandra & Anna Munn, Jill & Jim O`Donnell, Margit Symons and Sean Walsh. Pray also for family/friends of parishioners: Margaret Bolton, Ann Brennan, Christopher Onyeachom, Anne Page, Jonathan Raki, Michael Skinner, Pat Taylor, David Wallace and Linda & Michael Watson.

SAFEGUARDING Our four Parish Safeguarding Reps are: Gill Tomei email: selsdonsg1@safeguardrcaos.org.uk Richard Mills E: selsdonsg3@safeguardrcaos.org.uk Clare Morgado E: selsdonsg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk and Patsy McFarlane E: selsdonsg4@safeguardrcaos.org.uk You can also contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator on 020 7261 1606. If you need help, information or advice concerning possible safeguarding issues involving children or vulnerable adults, contact any of the above. Your concerns will be dealt with discreetly and efficiently. For more information about Safeguarding please see the posters in the porch and church hall.
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SOUTHWARK IS A REGISTERED CHARITY:  NUMBER 1173050
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