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2 AUGUST 2026 – 18th SUNDAY OF THE YEAR (A)
TODAY'S MASS READINGS  
Entrance Antiphon: O God, come to my assistance; O Lord, make haste to help me! You are my rescuer, my help; O Lord, do not delay.
First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-3
Responsorial Psalm: You open your hand and fulfil us, O Lord.
Second Reading: Romans 8:35, 37-39
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia. One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of God. Alleluia.
Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21
Communion Antiphon: You have given us, O Lord, bread from heaven, endowed with all delights and sweetness in every taste.
NEXT WEEK’S MASSES 
	Date
	Mass
	Time
	Intention

	Sun 2 Aug
	18th SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 
	6pm (Sat)
	Sebastian Dias, RIP

	
	
	9am
	Pro Populo

	
	
	11am
	Maureen Jewers, RIP

	Mon 3 Aug
	Weekday
	10am
	Geoff Turner, RIP

	Tues 4 Aug
	St. John Vianney, Priest
	10am
	

	Wed 5 Aug
	The Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary Major
	10am
	

	Thurs 6 Aug
	The Transfiguration of the Lord
	No Mass
	

	Fri 7 Aug
	St. Cajetan, Priest
	10am
	

	Sat 8 Aug 
	St. Dominic, Priest
	10.30am
	

	Sun 9 Aug
	19th SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
	6pm (Sat)
	Roy Charman, RIP

	
	
	9am
	Pro Populo

	
	
	11am
	Ellen Dawson, RIP


· Weekday Masses are preceded by Morning Prayer at 9.40am 
· Tuesday’s Mass is followed by Exposition and Benediction concluding at 11am
· The Rosary is recited in the Lady Chapel after the 10am Mass on Friday
· Devotions to Our Lady take place in the Lady Chapel on Saturday at 10am
· Confessions: on Saturday after the 10.30am Mass and from 5.30-5.45pm

MONEY MATTERS 25/26 July: basket £429.82 (Gift Aid £241.07), card machines (incl. QR code) £452 (Gift Aid £284), candles £20, Building Fund £5; flowers £5, Stella Maris £10.

GIFT AID: DO SIGN UP Please do consider signing up for Gift Aid if you are a UK tax payer. It means our parish can claim from the taxman an extra 25p for every £1 you donate at no extra cost to you. Currently, 66 per cent of donations received on the contactless machines are gift aided; 97 per cent of standing order donations are gift aided. Only 48 per cent of the basket collection for 2025 were gift aided. Contact the parish office for details. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]ACCOUNTS Copies of the year-end accounts for 2025 are available at the back of the church. Help yourself.

CAFÉ COLUMBA Doors open on Wednesday (the 5th) from 10am-1.15pm. Please come along and support our community café. Bring children too if they would like to come. Maybe they could bring some board games to play?

AFTERNOON TEA It’s next Saturday (the 8th) 2:30-5pm. There will be entertainment from talented singer Emma Timlin (check her out on YouTube). Tickets, £10 per person, are available after the Sunday Masses.

MASS AT CROYDON UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL There will not be any during August. They resume on 2 September. 

READERS, BIDDING PRAYERS WRITER & EUCHARISTIC MINISTER 8/9 August – readers: Saturday 6pm Deirdre, Sunday 9am Adrian, 11am Beatrice. Bidding Prayers: Jim. Eucharistic minister: Jim.
NEW PARISH PRIEST It’s now less than a month to when we shall welcome Fr Behruz Raf’at (at present parish priest of St Andrew`s, Tenterden, Kent) as our new parish priest. He will replace Fr Julian on or about 1 September. 

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE Because of the road works in Farley Rd, the summer schedule of two Masses is to be abandoned. We shall retain our three Sunday Masses.

FR JULIAN RETURNS We welcome him back today, hopefully renewed and refreshed, after his annual holiday. 

PARISH ACTIVITIES Gill’s keep-fit session, Guides and Sue’s yoga will restart in September. 

ST COLUMBA’S ON TV Well, not quite. But a professional video film has been made of our church – impressive it is too – and you can view it (as well as some still photos taken from it) by visiting https://youtu.be/lOSJfHSXYko and https://www.flickr.com/photos/rcsouthwark/albums/72177720329488622/ See also our parish website.

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS Contact, who do such good work in our local area, needs some. To qualify you must hold a valid driving licence, have access to a reliable, insured vehicle and be friendly, patient and dependable. For details phone 020 8651 4944 or visit www.selsdoncontact.org.uk 

MARCH FOR LIFE This, the UK’s biggest pro-life gathering, will take place on 5 September starting at 1.30pm from Westminster Cathedral. The aim is to raise awareness about the importance of life from conception. 

SUMMERTIME 2026 We commend this residential trip to Westminster Pastoral Centre for altar servers aged 11-15. It runs from 11-14 August, providing time for deepening one's faith in a great social atmosphere, including football and a visit to Thorpe Park. The price: £199. Details: email dartford@rcaos.org.uk or phone 01322 220075.

MONEY FOR FREE Yes, really. That’s what happens if you buy anything online having first signed up to easyfundraising. St Columba’s receives some cash at no cost to you. Sign up at www.easyfundraising.org.uk

CAFOD The Catholic Agency for Overseas Development needs parish volunteers. Tasks include reading a short, pre-prepared Family Fast Day appeal talk twice a year at Mass and raising awareness about international development. No experience is needed; just a willing heart. Contact southwark@cafod.org.uk or call 07775704546.

LOURDES PILGRIMAGE Bp Paul Hendricks has been doing a sponsored walk to raise money to help disabled pilgrims go to Lourdes. To help, visit his fundraising website page at www.justgiving.com/page/calourdes125sw

OUR PARISH WEBSITE As well as this newsletter, you can access all service times as well as rotas for Eucharistic ministers, readers, Bidding Prayers writers, collection counters, drivers providing lifts to housebound parishioners and food bank deliverers. Lots more too. It’s at: www.stcolumbaschurchselsdon.uk

GOING INTO HOSPITAL? Let Fr Julian or Deacon Philip know so that the Croydon University Hospital (CUH) Catholic chaplaincy can visit with Holy Communion and the Sacrament of the Sick. In an emergency phone CUH (020 8401 3000) and ask for the on-call Catholic chaplain to be paged, giving the sick person’s name and ward.

TELEPHONE CALLS If you leave a message with a phone number on the parish office answerphone it is vital to speak clearly, slowly and distinctly. Too many numbers are gabbled. Then it becomes impossible to return the call.

FOOD BANK Most needed items: baked beans (with or without sausages), cooking oil, instant hot choc, squash, tinned meat and meat meals, tinned sweetcorn/veg, jam, spreads, pasta/pasta sauce, rice, biscuits/crackers, cleaning items and empty washing-up liquid bottles for refilling. Items should be left in the large plastic boxes in the porch.  

CATENIANS A network of Catholic men who meet regularly to socialise and help and support each other. There are a large number of Catenians in the parish who are members of local circles, mainly Croydon, but we would love to welcome more. For details email John Fennell on thefennells60@gmail.com or speak to Deacon Philip. 

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND NEEDY Alice Barclay, John Belli, Eileen Bowden, Kevin D’Costa, Marion De Souza, Joan D`Souza, Eoin Egan, Bernardo Fernandes, Judy Freegard, Monica & Colin Furk, Dani Gonek, Mary Harris, Winifred Mulvaney, Alexandra & Anna Munn, Jill & Jim O`Donnell and Sean Walsh. Pray also for: Margaret Bolton, Christopher Onyeachom, Anne Page, Michael Skinner, Pat Taylor, David Wallace and Linda & Michael Watson.

SAFEGUARDING Our four Parish Safeguarding Reps are: Gill Tomei email: selsdonsg1@safeguardrcaos.org.uk Richard Mills E: selsdonsg3@safeguardrcaos.org.uk Clare Morgado E: selsdonsg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk and Patsy McFarlane E: selsdonsg4@safeguardrcaos.org.uk  You can also contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator on 020 7261 1606. If you need help, information or advice concerning possible safeguarding issues involving children or vulnerable adults, contact any of the above. Your concerns will be dealt with discreetly and efficiently. For more information about Safeguarding please see the posters in the porch and church hall.
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SOUTHWARK IS A REGISTERED CHARITY:  NUMBER 1173050
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