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16 AUGUST 2026 – THE ASSUMPTION OF OUR LADY (A)
TODAY'S MASS READINGS  
Entrance Antiphon: A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon beneath her feet and on her head a crown of twelve stars.
First Reading: Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab
Responsorial Psalm: On your right stands the queen in gold of Ophir.
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:20-27
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia. Mary has been taken up into heaven; the host of angels rejoice. Alleluia.
Gospel: Luke 1:39-56
Communion Antiphon: All generations will call me blessed, for he who is mighty has done great things for me.
NEXT WEEK’S MASSES 
	Date
	Mass
	Time
	Intention

	Sun 16 Aug
	THE ASSUMPTION OF OUR LADY
Solemnity (transferred from Sat)
	6pm (Sat)
	Patrick Cahill, RIP

	
	
	9am
	Private intention

	
	
	11am
	Pro Populo

	Mon 17 Aug
	Weekday
	10am
	Michelle & Ste O`Dowd – S.I.

	Tues 18 Aug
	Weekday
	10am
	Kate Gould, RIP

	Wed 19 Aug
	St. John Eudes, Priest
	10am
	Sean Walsh, birthday

	Thurs 20 Aug
	St. Bernard, Abbot & Doctor of the Church
	No Mass
	

	Fri 21 Aug
	St. Pius X, Pope
	10am
	Peg Casey, RIP

	Sat 22 Aug 
	Our Lady, Queen & Mother
	10.30am
	Priest`s intention

	Sun 23 Aug
	21ST SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
	6pm (Sat)
	Anthony Lawrence, RIP

	
	
	9am
	

	
	
	11am
	Pro Populo


· Weekday Masses are preceded by Morning Prayer at 9.40am 
· Tuesday’s Mass is followed by Exposition and Benediction concluding at 11am
· The Rosary is recited in the Lady Chapel after the 10am Mass on Friday
· Devotions to Our Lady take place in the Lady Chapel on Saturday at 10am
· Confessions: on Saturday after the 10.30am Mass and from 5.30-5.45pm

MONEY MATTERS The collection details will follow in a future newsletter. Thank you for your ongoing support.

SECOND COLLECTION Fr Peter Harries, OP, will make an appeal on behalf of the Combined Mission Societies (CMS) of the Catholic Missionary Union at all Sunday Masses this weekend. The CMS have allocated Croydon and Camberwell Deaneries to the Dominican preachers (OP) this year for the appeal, especially for their province in the West Indies. 

CREAM TEA: DELICIOUS! That’s what we parishioners enjoyed last Saturday, courtesy the St Columba’s Social Group – and an excellent job they did too. It was delicious. A bonus was a captivating performance by singer/guitarist Emma Timlin. Grateful thanks to Debbie and all the team for their hard work – and first-class baking skills. You can see some photographs of the event on the parish website.

SUNDAY MASS INTENTIONS Owing to the abandonment of the summer Mass schedule, there are vacancies for Sunday Mass intentions. Also, there are many vacancies on weekdays. Please complete and hand in a Mass intention envelope (available on the table in the porch) if you would like a Mass to be offered for a particular reason. 
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PROVIDING SUPPORT A training day to equip parishioners to offer sensitive, empathetic support to the bereaved will take place on 19 Sep (9am-5pm) at Aylesford Priory in Kent. More details: mflbereavement@rcaos.org.uk

READERS, BIDDING PRAYERS WRITER & EUCHARISTIC MINISTER 22/23 August – readers: Saturday 6pm Jouelle, 9am Manfred, 11am Sybille. Bidding Prayers: Sita. Eucharistic minister: Mike.
FOR THE BEREAVED Grief In Loss: Hope In Christ is a weekend (9-11 October) for those who have been bereaved. It will take place away from the pressures of day-to-day life and can help one begin to come to terms with bereavement. It is a time for quiet, prayer, talking and acceptance. Due to the special nature of this weekend retreat, held at Aylesford Priory in Kent, places are limited and subject to a telephone call to determine if it is right for you – 01622 717 272 or email reception@thefriars.org.uk

GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER Consisting of four hour-long online sessions, this is a wonderful opportunity for married and engaged couples to enrich their friendship and love. It will take place at 8.30pm on 8, 15, 22 and 29 September. More details: mflkent@rcaos.org.uk

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE Remember Bernardo Fernandes and Bill O’Doherty, both of whom have died recently, in your prayers, their families too. Bill was for many years the parish Confirmation catechist. Funeral details will follow.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen.

BUILD A BETTER MARRIAGE This is a one-day marriage-enrichment course aimed at couples whether married five years or 55 years. There is no charge and no group sharing. Couples have the opportunity individually to explore their relationship and levels of communication, which is the key to relationship. Being held in West Norwood on 3 October, it starts at 9am and finishes by 4.30pm. More details – T: 07983 524 727 or E: mflkent@rcaos.org.uk

NEW PARISH PRIEST It’s now just over two weeks to when we shall welcome Fr Behruz Raf’at (at present parish priest of St Andrew`s, Tenterden, Kent) as our new parish priest. He will replace Fr Julian on 1 September. 

PARISH ACTIVITIES Gill’s keep-fit session, Guides and Sue’s yoga will restart in September. 

ST COLUMBA’S ON TV Well, not quite. But a professional video film has been made of our church – impressive it is too – and you can view it (as well as some still photos taken from it) by visiting https://youtu.be/lOSJfHSXYko and https://www.flickr.com/photos/rcsouthwark/albums/72177720329488622/ See also our parish website.

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS Contact, who do such good work in our local area, needs some. Details: 020 8651 4944 

CONTACT QUIZ NIGHT It’s on 11 September at Selsdon Community Centre to raise funds – details: 020 8651 4944 

SITUATION VACANT Contact (see above) is looking for a deputy manager. See our noticeboard for details.

MARCH FOR LIFE This, the UK’s biggest pro-life gathering, will take place on 5 September starting at 1.30pm from Westminster Cathedral. The aim is to raise awareness about the importance of life from conception to natural death.

CAFOD The Catholic Agency for Overseas Development needs parish volunteers. Tasks include reading a short, pre-prepared Family Fast Day appeal talk twice a year at Mass and raising awareness about international development. No experience is needed; just a willing heart. Contact southwark@cafod.org.uk or call 07775 704 546.

MONEY BOXES At the rear of the church we have five boxes for parishioners to contribute to worthy causes – the St Vincent de Paul Society, flowers, pro-life organisations, the Building Fund and Ahotokurom. These are also available on the card machines at both entrances.

FOOD BANK Most needed items: baked beans (with or without sausages), cooking oil, instant hot choc, squash, tinned meat and meat meals, tinned sweetcorn/veg, jam, spreads, pasta/pasta sauce, rice, biscuits/crackers, cleaning items and empty washing-up liquid bottles for refilling. Items should be left in the large plastic boxes in the porch.  

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND NEEDY Alice Barclay, John Belli, Eileen Bowden, Kevin D’Costa, Marion De Souza, Joan D`Souza, Eoin Egan, Judy Freegard, Monica & Colin Furk, Dani Gonek, Winifred Mulvaney, Alexandra & Anna Munn, Jill & Jim O`Donnell and Sean Walsh. Pray also for parishioners’ friends/family: Margaret Bolton, Christopher Onyeachom, Anne Page, Michael Skinner, Pat Taylor, David Wallace and Linda & Michael Watson.

SAFEGUARDING Our four Parish Safeguarding Reps are: Gill Tomei email: selsdonsg1@safeguardrcaos.org.uk Richard Mills E: selsdonsg3@safeguardrcaos.org.uk Clare Morgado E: selsdonsg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk and Patsy McFarlane E: selsdonsg4@safeguardrcaos.org.uk  You can also contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator on 020 7261 1606. If you need help, information or advice concerning possible safeguarding issues involving children or vulnerable adults, contact any of the above. Your concerns will be dealt with discreetly and efficiently. For more information about Safeguarding please see the posters in the porch and church hall.
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SOUTHWARK IS A REGISTERED CHARITY:  NUMBER 1173050
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